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Student Observation

I observed in a Fourth grade dual immersion classroom.  There are 34 students, 19 girls and 15 boys.  There are 19 EL (English Learner) students, but only 13 go to ELD class.  This means that only 6 are redesignated, or their English scores and ability are high enough to not be in ELD.  I observed during social studies, as well as Math.  During social studies the students worked in pairs, but with individual work.  During Math they worked in groups of three.  The student teacher was teaching because the teacher was absent. (The student teacher was the substitute.)  The instructions for the social studies activity was given as a whole group at the very beginning.  Then the student teacher moved throughout the room giving support when needed.  The Math lesson the students were in small groups of three, but the student teacher was giving instructions to the whole group as they did it.  


I decided to focus on a boy who obviously acts out to get attention.  I call him El tiguerito.  El tiguerito is one of the EL students.  He is a Mexican-American who was born here in the US.  His mother died a few years ago and his father is a poor role model, which explains his blatant lack of respect for female teachers.  (He is much more respectful to the male cooperating teacher).  One of the reasons he is constantly getting into trouble is that he constantly uses his social or informal register, language with adults and teachers.  The adults perceive this as disrespect, especially the student teacher.  


When I was introduced to the class the first day, he interrupted me talking to the whole class to say “You’re not a real teacher?  Well, you don’t know anything.”  He is often heard mentioning to the student teacher “I don’t care.  I won’t do anything.”  El tiguerito can be very rebellious at times, but I have discovered that he responds much better when you engage him in conversation; asking him questions about his life or just talking about things that he find interesting.  I also gained some ground with him when he found out I work at the high school where some of his older cousins go to.


During class work, he chooses to work with two of his cousins.  He actually is on task with them and accomplishes something.  He usually does not get chosen by any of his classmates (probably because he tends to make fun of and mistreat them).  We talked about this and he didn’t know how to respond.  When he works with any of his male friends he doesn’t really get much done and tends to be not on task.  


El tiguerito is very intelligent because when he chooses to do something he tends to finish it faster than his friends.  Finding the motivation for him is a challenge.  He is very fluent in both languages and responds in whichever language you address him.  He will need to learn to use his academic language more than with just the male teacher if he wants to succeed in school.  It would be interesting to observe him with his ELD teacher, who is a female to see if it’s just because he perceives the student teacher as not being competent.        
